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By Kimber Williams

This spring’s University Course selections will expand to four offerings, covering topics that 
include modern health care, the history of U.S. welfare policies, cross-cultural communication, 
and global perspectives on neglected diseases and drug development.

Now in its fourth year, the University Course brings together students — undergraduate, grad -
uate and professional — and faculty from across campus to explore an issue of common concern.

This semester’s courses will also offer learning opportunities that extend into the larger 
University and metro Atlanta communities.

“It’s a different kind of intellectual community — one that introduces undergraduates to a 
broader university than they might normally be exposed to,” says Donna Troka, associate direc -
tor of the Center for Faculty Development and Excellence, which coordinates and oversees the 
University Course.

 The University Courses for spring 2014 are:

“Sick: Healthcare in the Modern Era,” with co-conveners Jaffar Khan and Greg Esper, asso -
ciate professors of neurology. Why are health care bills so high? Who actually pays them? Who 
should have health care? What direction should reform take? This course offers a multidisciplinary 
examination of many aspects of the current health care system, including its historical context 
and complexity, how it has evolved, and its overall magnitude, touching on some of modern health 
care’s most hotly contested debates. Though there will be an emphasis on health care delivery in 
the United States, international outreach and comparative health care will also be addressed.

“The War on Poverty and its Legacy: Assessing 50 Years of Social Policy in America,” led by 
Michael Rich, associate professor of political science. This course is tied to the 50th anniversary of 
President Lyndon B. Johnson’s call for a “War on Poverty,” which ushered in a host of federal pro -
grams targeted to America’s poor. It offers a comprehensive, multi-disciplinary look at poverty in 
America, examining its people and politics, as well as public policies and their effects on reducing 
or eliminating poverty. Coursework will connect to the greater Atlanta area, drawing on residents, 
community leaders, nonprofit executives, and government officials as occasional speakers, panel -
ists and site hosts. 

“Translating ‘America,’ Translating ‘The Other’: Cross-cultural (Mis)communications in 
an Age of Globalization,” led by Karen Stolley, professor of Spanish. During a decade of global 
financial crisis and conflict, many in the U.S. have sought to understand the nation’s position 
in the world either through re-affirmation of American exceptionalism or a discourse of decline, 
articulating a global narrative with the U.S. at its center. How do Americans imagine the U.S. and 

themselves? How do they imagine “others” in the world, and how do others see us? This course 
investigates the differences, with a focus on the Islamic world, Latin America and Europe and 
a concentration on topics of empire and power, gender and sexuality, and consumer culture and 
global economy. The course is tied to a co-curricular campus film festival.

“The Commercial Neglect of Treatable Disease: A Global Health Perspective on Neglected 
Disease and Drug Development,” with conveners Michael Sacks, associate professor of organiza -
tion and management, and Meredith Schwartz, managing director of the Emory Institute of Drug 
Development. The state of commercially neglected diseases is explored within the context of global 
health to gain perspective on the roles played by the pharmaceutical industry, universities and sci -
entists in addressing the medical needs of the developing world, including ethical challenges faced 
by each entity. The course introduces fundamentals in an expansive field, challenging students to 
think across disciplines to find broad-based solutions to critical problems.

For more information, visit cfde.emory.ed/teaching/univcourse/index.html .

University Course offers classes in poverty, disease, power

By Kimber Williams

Kai Ryssdal  ’85C, host of public radio’s “Marketplace,” will 
present this year’s keynote address for Founders Week, which 
commemorates the founding of Emory College.

The midwinter academic festival, which runs Feb 2-9, 
celebrates the University’s intellectual life with artistic, 
social and cultural events.

Ryssdal will deliver the Goodrich C. White Lecture 
on Tuesday, Feb. 4 at 7:30 p.m. in the Schwartz Center 

for Performing Arts. Sponsored by the DVS Senior Honor 
Society and the President’s Office, the event is free and 
open to the public, but tickets are required.

After graduating from Emory College, Ryssdal spent eight 
years in the U.S. Navy with the aircraft carrier U.S.S. Theodore 
Roosevelt and as a Pentagon staff officer. He was also a member 
of the U.S. Foreign Service in Ottawa and Beijing.

Since 2005, he has served as host and senior editor of 
“Marketplace,” a public radio program covering business and 
the economy.

Highlights of 2014 Founders Week activities include:

Sunday, Feb. 2
Annual Bach Bowl, at 3 p.m. in the Schwartz Center’s 

Emerson Concert Hall. A free concert with pianists Timothy 
and Tamara Albrecht, Keiko Yamashita Ransom and William 
Ransom, the Vega String Quartet, and tenor Bradley Howard.

Monday, Feb. 3
Feast of Words celebration at 4 p.m. on the second floor of the 

Emory bookstore. Showcases books written or edited by Emory 
faculty in 2013, hosted by the Academic Exchange and the 
Center for Faculty Development and Excellence; co-sponsored 
by the AJC/Decatur Book Festival.

Tuesday, Feb. 4
19th Annual Distinguished Faculty Lecture: “Rethinking 

Depression and its Treatment: Insights from Studies of Deep 
Brain Stimulation,” at 4 p.m. in the Winship Ballroom of the 
Dobbs University Center, by Emory School of Medicine profes -
sor Helen S. Mayberg. A reception follows with presentation of 
faculty awards, including the Albert Levy Award for scientific 
research and recognition of fall 2013 faculty awards.

Wednesday, Feb. 5
Life of the Mind discussion: “Identities and Their 

Flexibilities: Brazil in The Americas,” with Jeffrey Lesser, 
Samuel Candler Dobbs Professor of History, Provost Claire 
Sterk and Gary Laderman, professor of American history, 
religion and cultures at 4 p.m., Jones Room, Woodruff Library. 
Sponsored by the Office of the Provost and the Faculty Council.

Thursday, Feb. 6
Emory Jazz Fest: Big Band Night, at 8 p.m. in the Emerson 

Concert Hall. Free.

Friday, Feb. 7
Oxford College presentation “Village, Church, University, 

World: Emory and Upheaval in 1914” by Emory historians 

Gary Hauk and Erik Oliver. 7 p.m. Old Church. Sponsored by 
the Oxford Historical Society.  Free and open to the public.

Emory Jazz Fest, featuring the Gary Motley Trio and 
Barbara Morrison, at 8 p.m. in the Emerson Concert Hall. 
Tickets: $20 general admission; $15 members; $5 students.

Saturday, Feb. 8
Newport Jazz Festival: Now 60, featuring Anat Cohen. Part 

of the Flora Glenn Candler Concert Series. At 8 p.m. in the 
Emerson Concert Hall. Tickets: $50 general admission; $37.50 
members; $10 students.

For more information and updates, visit   
emory.edu/founders  

Public radio’s Kai Ryssdal to keynote Founders Week

Helen Mayberg’s research into depression and deep 
brain stimulation has received international attention.
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Public radio host Kai Ryssdal is an Emory alumnus.
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By leslie king

	 “Romare Bearden: A Black Odyssey” exhibit that opened 
in December at the Michael C. Carlos Museum inspires several 
high-profile events in January and February with its theme of 
African American migration based on Homer’s epic poem of 
Greek hero Odysseus’ long journey home from the Trojan War 
in the 12th century B.C. All events are free and open to the 
public unless otherwise noted.

	 Reading: A live reading of all 24 books of “The Odyssey” 
over the Jan. 24-26 weekend will feature readers from the 
Emory and greater Atlanta communities.  
	 A translation by Stanley Lombardo, professor of classics 
at the University of Kansas, will be read by Lombardo him-
self beginning Friday, Jan. 24 at 7 p.m. Reading will con-
tinue again at 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 25 and at 2 p.m.  Sunday, 
Jan. 26. All reading will take place in the Carlos Museum 
Reception Hall. 
	 Readers will include faculty members and students from 
Emory’s departments of Classics, English, Theater Studies, 
and the Woodruff Library. Atlanta actors E. Roger Miller, 
Chris Kayser, Tiffany Mitchenor, Lisa Paulsen, Tom Key, Janice 
Akers, and Tim McDonough will be reading as will former 
Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin and local television and radio 
personalities Jovita Moore, Valerie Jackson and Rose Scott. 
Lombardo will close the reading with the final book. 
	 Zoe’s Kitchen will offer Mediterranean snacks for sale dur-
ing the event.
	 Tour: On Thursday, Feb. 6, at 7:30 p.m., Jasper Gaunt, 
curator of Greek and Roman art at the Carlos Museum, leads 
visitors through the Greek and Roman galleries exploring 
images from Homer’s “Iliad” and “Odyssey,” then through 
“A Black Odyssey” viewing artist Bearden’s treatment of the 

subject in watercolor and collage. The Greek and Roman 
Galleries are on level one of the museum. 	
	
	 Lectures: All lectures will be held in the Carlos Museum 
Reception Hall. Robert O’Meally, Zora Neale Hurston Professor 
of English and Comparative Literature at Columbia University, 
will present “Love and Gender: Homer, Bearden, and Eros,” 
Tuesday, Feb. 18, at 7:30 p.m. O’Meally curated the Bearden 
exhibition for the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibits.  
	 “Conjuring Bearden” will be presented by Richard J. Powell, 
John Spencer Bassett Professor of Art and Art History at Duke 
University, on Wednesday, Jan. 22 at 7:30 p.m.
	 “Romare Bearden and the Great Migration” is the title of 
this year’s Nix Mann Endowed Lecture to be given by Isabel 
Wilkerson, whose book “The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic 
Story of America’s Great Migration” explores the flight of six 
million African Americans from the American South. The lec-
ture will be on Sunday, Feb 2, at 4 p.m.
	 There will be a booksigning after the talk.
	
	 Book club: Louise Pratt, chair of the Classics 
Department, will lead readers though contemporary 
reinterpretations of Homer’s “Iliad” and “Odyssey” 
using “Ransom” by David Malouf on Monday, Jan. 27 
and “Big Fish” by Daniel Wallace on Monday, Feb. 10.  
All club meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. in the museum 
boardroom on level two.
	 There is a fee of $20 for Carlos Museum members 
and $25 for non-members and includes the cost of 
the book. Space is limited and advance registration is 
required by calling 404-727-6118.

	 Poetry reading: The annual Laszlo Excalibur 
Lecture features British poet Alice Oswald reading 

from her most recent book “Memorial: A Version of Homer’s 
Iliad” on Tuesday, Feb. 25 at 7 p.m. in the Carlos Museum 
Reception Hall. 
	
	 Discussion: Robert O’Meally; Emory Associate Professor 
of Music Dwight Andrews; and Emory Playwright-in-Residence 
Paul Carter Harrison will discuss the music that influenced 
Bearden and his influence on musicians. “Bearden & Music: 
A Conversation” will be March 4 at 7:30 p.m. in the Carlos 
Museum Reception Hall. Afterward, the Vega String Quartet 
will premiere a new composition by Andrews, inspired by 
Bearden’s work and by a suite of Bearden-inspired poems by 
poet and curator of Emory literary collections Kevin Young.
	 “Romare Bearden: A Black Odyssey” is organized by 
Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibits and is on view at 
the Carlos Museum through March 9.

Exhibit inspires local ‘Odyssey’ to hear and see artist’s work

Artist Bearden’s depiction of the Odyssey: Top, clockwise, Circe, goddess of magic; Poseidon, the sea god; and a sea nymph. 
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